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Dos Passos, John The Theme Freedom novelist and war-correspondent, has distilled from the 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 26, 1956. 263p. $3.50. analysis his own personal mental and moral growth— 
The Theme Freedom once book took place through his involvement the 
ment and hope. series nine penetrating facts our economic, cultural history— 
John Dos Passos re-constructs camera-eye view honest conclusions about our national life. 

our inner national experience from the days cannot too greatly emphasized that his reflections 
War the present. These are not what one with fact. Hence the conclusions are not without 
political essays, nor are they precisely historical The cause célébre that was the Sacco- 
technical sense. They are reflective. The author, Vanzetti case—event though was exploited and there- 


ibli- 
the 
tent 
able. 


fore clouded our adversaries—does not add our 
national self-respect. The miners’ agony struggle for 
better living conditions; our being used dupes the 
dog-eat-dog revolution Spain; our utter carelessness 
and naive trust the alliances World War II; the 
failure Mr. Roosevelt’s third term and its consequent 
re-disposal rather than re-distribution power; all these 
were critical events our generation nation and 
the life the author American. 


Out these reflections there emerges the clearly 
marked outline the responsibilities the citizen 
self-governing community. “As citizens self-gov- 
erning community, our first duty continually 
asking ourselves what want from our institu- 
The marked changes that are bringing our 
society more and more into society corporations 
must carefully weighed. For from the point 
view the well-being men and women the con- 
tradiction not between ‘capitalism’ and ‘socialism’ 
but between the sort organization that stimulates 
growth and the sort that fastens society the dead 
hand bureaucratic routine the suckers sterile 


vested interests.” 


Self-government is, the author’s words, program 
for growth.” fundamentally lies the promise 
hope the book. True, have erred, labored under 
illusions, made false starts, and have not been without 
guilt. However, for those that have eyes see and 
wish not invoke the deliberate blindness prejudice 
selfishness, American message reaching the 
corners the world. the message human 
dignity, message “the confidence each man 
the greatness his own soul without which life 
meaningless servitude.” 


there one fact that stands like liberty clear and 
bright The Theme Freedom, the author’s own 
honesty. Surely has grown and the maturity his 
reflections are great value us, order that 
too, may grow. Just the admission honest error 
functions factor the spiritual growth the in- 
dividual, too, the same admission the national 
scale can save from the “dead hand bureaucratic 
routine” and from the “suckers sterile vested in- 


terests.” 


Mr. Dos Passos should congratulated this book 
which re-caps era for the concrete. Let 
pray that big enough and wise enough learn 
from our past. Let pray that realize that “Self- 
government, through dangers and distortions and fail- 
ures, the American cause. Faith self-government, 
when all said and done, faith the eventual good- 
ness man.” 


While the theologian may contest “the eventual good- 
ness man,” especially the light Original Sin, 
and while Mr. Dos Passos omits mention any higher 
ideal than human dignity and human freedom, can 
all join with him the hope that the American citizen 
will rise his obligations, rise above his selfishness and 
personal need the growth his self-government de- 


mands. 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Dos Passos Shirer Hagopian 


Shirer, William 
Little, Brown. Apr. 263p. $3.50. 

William Shirer’s third novel reflects its author’s interest 
international affairs, especially the tensions arising 
from colonial nationalism, but moves the Eastern 
world for its setting. The locale Pawancore, 
imaginary British colony Asia where seething repres- 
sions and guerilla violence are being organized into open 
revolt against the foreign landlords. 


Harold Leighton, American consul, has been exerting 
his influence with Lord Branhope, the governor-general, 
avoid extreme measures that will bring wholesale 
killing, but his departure for Washington imminent. 
The rebels meantime have concocted plot assassi- 
nate Branhope Leighton’s farewell party July 
Their conspiracy led Govind Singh, Sikh lawyer 
with British education, who turn secretly fed in- 
formation Leighton’s beautiful wife, Ilka. 


The story derives its name and chief interest from 
the days before July wane, she struggles between 
loyalty and love for her husband and devotion Singh 
the symbol justice against inhumanity. This ele- 
ment frankly does not quite come off; Ilka tends 
seem more fickle, shallow, and bewildered than enig- 
matic and tragically enmeshed forces beyond her 
control. 


The July party eventually occurs, Branhope killed, 
and Singh quickly imprisoned. Minor suspicion 
attaches briefly and she confesses her hus- 
band; but the authorities promptly clear her, and the 
Leightons leave for vacation the Tyrol enroute 
home. 
wealthy magazine publisher, junketing caricature 
senator, oil tycoon, and daughter Isobel are 
non-essentially mixed into the affair. They spend their 
time respectively talking about politics, 
the lack transportation out God-forsaken 
core, worrying about damage American property, and 
mooning over infatuation with 
Shirer needs them only extend very thin plot 
full-length book. 

The meagerness incident necessitates dependence 
internal dilemma the rebels’ success for sus- 
tained effect. Neither force grows into anything really 


gripping; and the result, despite competent 


style, magnifies the uninteresting quality the minor 
action. Perhaps the best feature the picture given 
Britain’s attitude relinquishing her empire. 
thinks the British recognize that self-determination 
inevitable but are resolved leave with dignity rather 
than under crawling compulsion. The 
excusing role the murder element that 
indicates adult readers. 
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Hagopian, Richard Wine for the 
Scribners. Apr. 16,1956. 307p. $3.95. 
Adultery, fornication, and promiscuity not 
refreshing reading, especially when couched 
smutty talk the coarse characters who indulge in| 
them. Because Wine for the Living includes 
materials, superficially read might censured 
wholesome. The saving feature, however, that 
pian sees these matters for what they are, but 
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them boldly part man’s heritage from Eden. 
concerned with the problem evil and, though 
does not see fully Scholastic sense, his study 
does show theodicy and achieves catharsis. 


Chiefly the story concerns the Aroians, Armenian 
family small town near Boston. Each member 
enmeshed life, tries fathom its apparent unreason- 
ableness, and contributes the tragedy trying 
solve. Paul, boy eleven, the protagonist. Be- 
cause his parents’ despair over two previous children 
gone wrong, has been born unwanted and reared 
with scolding severity rather than love. Aggravation 
comes from Uncle Atanas, who carps Paul’s imagined 
waywardness with pompous morality that himself 
freely violates. Atanas prime source evil; his 
sister misguiding her; his brother-in-law splitting 
the marriage; their friends the happy Garabeds 
seducing erotic Mabel and alienating her from her 
husband. 


The warmth lacking home Paul finds playing with 
Mario Cataldo, dreaming about Mario’s sister Elinor, 
and studying music with John Tripo, kindly barber 
devoted beauty and fraternity. Even these seeming 
escapes, though, lead sorrow. The enviable Cataldos 
lose their son Fonzi delinquency with Dino Spinelli 
and the trollop Mafeda Maferra, who always says 
the final step because “I’m good Catholic girl.” 
This trio ends violent death Fonzi drunkenly 
crashes the car while Dino raping Mafelda. The 
happy visits with John, who temporarily gives Paul 
glimpse better things, similarly end the heartbreak 
John’s death. 


Lucy’s, the mother’s, problem evil mixture 
scrupulous conscience over her parental failure, torment 
from her self-righteous brother, and the hollowness 
her marriage. Ara, the father, must witness the erosion 
his home Atanas, accept Lucy’s growing isolation, 
endure belittlement his humble waiter’s work, and— 
worst all—watch the rift between himself and Paul 
widen the point finally that the village barber replaces 
him the boy’s affections. All his efforts good 
seem merely complicate the evil. 


After John’s death, however, Ara rises stature. 
Atanas has poisoned his home and wrecked the mar- 
his best friend: Ara throws him bodily into the 
street. Thereafter achieves genuine understand- 
ing with his son and, from his despairing “Ah, God- 
damit for life,” works into prayerful realization 
that one cannot fully understand God’s ways with man 
but that grace will prevail. the new loyalties his 
parents that arise from the climax, Paul discovers con- 
tentment and hope for the future. 


Many simple and affecting episodes are interwoven 
which credit Hagopian’s perception humanity 
and the transplanted cultures dealing with. These 


invariably enrichment; but obverse scenes are 
also essential his tragic probing. The latter are 


times needlessly coarse detail, though admittedly 
Hagopian cannot study evil without looking it. His 
fellow-viewers, however, should thoughtful adults. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Burman Wibberley 


Burman, Ben Lucien Seven Stars for Catfish Bend 
Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 16,1956. 133p. $2.75. 
Wibberley, Leonard McGillicuddy McGotham 
Little, Brown. Mar. 15,1956. 111p. $2.75. 

Something common these two books certainly have; 
what is, difficult say precisely, unless one label 
“enchantment” and let everyone supply his own par- 
ticular definition the word. 


The first book, Seven Stars for Catfish Bend, quite 
obviously fable. The atmosphere that the Bayou 
Country Kate Chopin, the characters might have 
stepped out modern Uncle Remus story, and the 
moral obvious that appended any Aesop. 
But the blend all three peculiarly “Burman.” This 
story, whimsical, sly, satirical, seven animal friends 
who have appropriated Catfish Bend for their own, 
whose property threatened hunters, and who out- 
wit the hunters and win for themselves, the valorous 
seven, “silver stars for bravery beyond the call duty.” 
The Raccoon the killer the tale, but Judge Black, 
the vegetarian snake, the real hero. Mankind’s foibles 
are held strong man first and catch 
him afterward. That way you don’t catch any 
innocent people”; turn their backs and 
those that want can walk off and nobody’ll even see 
go.” much the foolishness and the 
wisdom mankind. short tale, simply told, but 
the best part is, that for adult child, there 
world meaning it. 

McGillicuddy McGotham like yet different. This 
more sophisticated treatment the ills that beset 
the best men. Catfish Bend the lower Missis- 
sippi, but the adventures Brian and McGillicuddy 
take place New York and Washington. 

One the finest instances suspense which have 
met some time contrived the opening pages 
this book. The man who cursed the “dread incanta- 
tions the Druids” because was stuck fast bog 
some kind” really leprechaun. From the time 
you learn that, until the very last page you are com- 
pletely bewitched the 

The story slight: Mr. Cnitweitz was trying build 
airport “with Government money and for potential 
government use.” But try would, nothing went 
right. And why should The runway planned 
would cross “St. Brigid’s Well, The Stream Seamus 
the Big Arms and the land called the Giants’ Bowl- 
ing What’s more, McGillicuddy was Amer- 
ica see that shouldn’t done—even “Minister 
with without Portfolio” had see the President 
himself—and “not Irishman either!” 


See him does and the runway shifted, but be- 
fore Mr. Wibberley has treated hundred more 
chuckles. This leprechaun cannily uncannily (which- 
ever way you will have it) points his finger his 
blackthorn stick many our peculiar attitudes: to- 
ward war and peace, quiz shows, New Yorkers gen- 
eral, ambassadors, secretaries and bosses, board meet- 
ings and board members. Each somewhere 
there, and all come within the circle his 
wisdom. 


This unusual book. spite the hunter and his 
noise, Seven Stars for Catfish Bend quiet book; 
McGillicuddy McGotham, the story little boy and 


Manchester Bates 


leprechaun hard-hitting beneath its laughter, serious 
its tone reproach. 

Read both books. They are recommended for every- 
one, and highly, too! 
Sister Mary William, 

The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Manchester, William Shadow the Monsoon 
Doubleday. Apr. 384p. $4.50. 

the remote area India called Chaknagar come 
three foreigners, the Beckers, Peter and Katie; and 
American biologist named Spike Wiley. Peter repre- 
sents oil company which hopes establish outlet 
this part India, while Wiley, serving Indian 
public health foundation, attempting organize 
antitubercular inoculation campaign among the natives. 
The Beckers are unhappily married and, after they 
meet Wiley, the latter attempts unsuccessfuly rape 
Katie. Shortly, however, she submits him volun- 
tarily while her husband preparing join big-game 
hunt with Sir Rajani Ram the district 
magistrate. the hunt Mrs. Becker allowed the 
first shot immense leopard, but she only able 
wound the animal. The enraged beast kills Peter, 
seriously wounds Sir Rajani and escapes. continues 
his depredations killing Sir Rajani’s son and some 
natives, and terrorizing the nearby villagers. Finally, 
the rebellious natives the principal Chaknagar city 
demand that Wiley kill the leopard since his mistress 
caused the present trouble. Wiley, whom killing 
repugnant because his World War experiences, 
agrees accept the task order protect Katie and 
himself from the mob. After harrowing and pro- 
longed hunt succeeds killing the leopard, returns 
triumphantly, and and Katie resume their romance. 


The greater part this novel weakened prolixity 
and mediocrity. The style too regular and too long- 
winded, and the characters are too obvious and too 
commonplace. The ideas coward forced neces- 
sity conquer his fear and adolescent forced 
experience become mature have definite validity; 
however, Manchester simply rehashes these truths 
shallow, cursory fashion. The moral tone the novel 
extremely low, and from authoral meditations and 
comments one gathers that Katie’s maturing wanton- 
ness approved. Consequently, this book should 
only sanctioned for discriminating adults. But one 
point fairness: about eighty pages the book, (ex- 
cluding other episodes interspersed), are devoted the 
ravages the wounded leopard until killed. 
These pages make, despite the style, absorbing reading. 
Here there raw and tense excitement. So, have 
the King Kong situation, where the animal more in- 
teresting than the other characters. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Bates, The Sleepless Moon 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Apr. 10, 1956. 375p. $4.00. 

After brief, non-kissing courtship, Constance, shy 
milliner’s assistant, marries Melford Turner, merchant 
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English freshwater village. Ten years older than 
Constance, Melford pillar honorific stuffiness 
with squirish passion for horse and hound, who hap- 
pens also morbidly shy, but for different reasons 
than Constance’s. The story later reveals that while 
Melford was still teen-ager,a blowsy middle-aged drab 
had tried seduce him. 


Sexually tormented after six months unconsum- 
mated marriage, Constance solaces herself with young 
Londoner, Frankie Johnson, piano-thumping golden 
boy with the libido goat. Frankie concurrently 
gallanting the flashy cinema cashier, Miss James. 


Meanwhile, Melford becomes mayor little Olings- 
ford after the Turner family tradition and inexplicably 
turns chambering with Phoebe Corcoran, lusty chit 
magnetism, whose mother runs country 
inn. The unsavory self Mrs. Corcoran blinks the 
mayor’s amour with her daughter; but the business 
woman her threatens blackmail when Phoebe be- 
comes pregnant. However, the Turner escutcheon 
escapes the scarlet letter when Phoebe dies result 
fall from bicycle. After Phoebe’s funeral there 
erupts husband-wife encounter dominated the 
atomic fury the consistently indrawn Constance; she 
confesses her intrigue with Frankie and her stored-up 
hatred for the stunned Melford. 


Constance being fitted for gown her beloved 
yellow which greet Frankie’s return from London, 
she hears for the first time the goings-on her 
golden goat with Miss James. The novel closes the 
lines that describe Constance Turner’s suicide plunge 
from the parapet the church tower into the town 
square. 

The author’s beautifully tooled prose, which its 
best the frequent chromatic passages that catch the 
fugitive moods the English landscape, might lure 
reader into thinking superlatives about the novel 
But the gleaming patina the style does not 
disguise the sordidness the subject-matter, nor some 
weak elements the plot. The author recruits too 
many his characters from between the covers 
case-book. common device the 
popular naturalistic novelist.) Crowd them all within 
the stone-hedge limits little village and you get 


freaked picture humanity. Some the char- 


acters are compellingly drawn, even though they are 
depressive. felt that there was something Aristotle’s 
famous “improbable possible” the character Mel- 
ford Turner: overmothered and prissy, yet outdoorsy; 
stodgy, precise, undemonstrative, yet attractive racy 
women; pathologically shy with his wife that, even 
though wants son, lives like celibate home, 
yet has bonfire his blood for Phoebe. 


Two scenes the novel creak with contrivance: the 


easy dispatch the pregnant Phoebe, and the quasi- 


conversion Constance. The latter scene pictures 
Constance dreaming that she lies suppliantly the 
feet marble Christ. 


“exultant certainty purpose” caresses the feet the 


figure Christ only find them “cold and 


All this comes like sop fruity pietism film the 
eyes sensitive readers against the distraught lady’s 
suicide leap which follows few pages later. There 


Suddenly waking 
dream, she hurries the dark church, 
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little reason believe that Constance any more 
moral than the rest the cast, some whom are 
downright amoral; this scene out key with 
her character gold cross dangling above the 
plunging neckline divorcee. 


For all the sex involvements the novel, the close-ups 
adultery are relatively few. The author knows the 
value artistic implication. discriminating adult 
could read the book. suggest does not bother. 


Thomas Rowan, C.SS.R., 
St. Mary’s College, 
Northeast, Pennsylvania 


Hartley, Perfect Woman 
Knopf. Mar. 19, 1956. 363p. $3.95. 


Isabel had been known something prig when 
she shared London apartment with another girl dur- 
ing the war. But she had been about adopt the 
“modern morality” her neighbors when circum- 
stances took her back her clergyman father’s country 
home. There she met and married, (rather “beneath” 
her), Harold, accountant determined social medi- 
ocrity and imagination. Isabel successfully sub- 
merged her cultural leanings, albeit with some sense 
frustration, through two children and deadly suburban 
life, until Harold accidentally met and became the tax- 
advisor the well-known novelist, Alec Goodrich. 


Isabel immediately set her cap Alec; first way 
lionizing him; then, with the object “to him good,” 
she broadmindedly urged her husband procure 
beautiful young barmaid, whom Alec had expressed 
interest, his mistress. Eventually, Isabel’s true mo- 
tive asserts itself and she herself becomes Alec’s mis- 
tress; but, the meantime, Harold, the conscious para- 
gon virtue, has surreptitiously taken the barmaid 
unto himself. 


discarded former mistress steals the manuscripts 
Alec’s new novel and places Isabel’s eager hands. 
Autobiographical part, rocks Isabel when she finds 
Alec presenting her horrible, truthful, light. 
She determines burn the nasty MSS, but learns from 
Harold that Alec has, magnificent irony, settled the 
prospective proceeds from the book their children. 
She returns the lost manuscript, learns Harold’s 
affair, and becomes intermediate the murder 
Alec and the barmaid the girl’s rejected suitor, who 
had been led believe that Alec was the seducer. 


Ultimately, Alec’s novel published posthumously. 
Harold, blissfully unaware his wife’s affair with Alec 
and similarly unconscious her knowledge his own 
escapades, reads Isabel the reviews the book, never 
recognizing himself the husband. critic 
sympathizes with the wife the novel, Monica, one 
who had fed the artistic flame the book’s writer-hero, 
without realizing that the diabolical lover was really 
after the lower-class girl. The critic refers Monica 
perfect woman, nobly planned.” The vision 
herself such overwhelms Isabel and she inwardly 
triumphs her representation the book. 


Perfect Woman almost fiendishly skilled satire. 
decomposition, rather the progressive revela- 
tion Isabel could not better more subtly told. 


Hartley Feuchtwanger 


Her rationalization each step her handling the 
novel typescript, and each step her self-recogni- 
tion, terrifying wonder. The tone this novel 
that high-comedy; the style graceful, with just the 
right shading each word, the right inflection each 
sentence. The characters are spun out their real 
selves, patiently, precisely and finally. satire, 
(principally upon “the perfect woman,” course), 
implies moral point view; and, the author’s point 
view not entirely correct, least correct 
enough, insofar the thesis this novel directed 
against the woman who was Isabel. 


sketchy recounting such given above cannot, 
course, report the flavor work this sort, 
artistically worked piece piece that not word could 
disturbed without impairing the full work. Definite- 
not for children, Perfect Woman can specially 
recommended intelligent and literate adults who 
like wit and fine writing and can face desperate 
social picture lost souls smugly unaware their 
corruption. 

Clinton Maguire, 

West River, Maryland 


Feuchtwanger, Lion Raquel 


Messner. Apr. 16, 1956. 433p. $4.95. 

Lion Feuchtwanger’s new novel, translated from the 
German Ernst Kaiser and Eithne Wilkins, long 
historical romance laid twelfth-century Spain. The 
historical data that form the basis for the novel are 
indeed sparse, but Mr. Feuchtwanger has taken legend 
and few definite facts, has implemented them with 
information and conjecture about the civilization 
Spain the middle ages, and has written lengthy, 
rather sentimental romance which history given 
marked slant. 


Raquel, Alfonso VIII Castile, happily married 
the daughter Eleanor Aquitaine, driven eco- 
nomic necessity commit his tax-gathering into the 
hands wealthy Jewish merchant, Ibrahim. The 
merchant serves the king well and soon puts Castile 
firm financial basis; his one condition that peace 
with the Moslems maintained and secure fulfill- 
ment this condition enters into extensive schem- 
ing. One factor unexpectedly comes Ibrahim’s aid: 
the king falls love with the merchant’s daughter, 
Raquel. order maintain his hold over the king 
and the position influence which enables him 
help his hard-pressed fellows various parts Europe, 
Ibrahim hands his daughter over into concubinage. 
Dalliance with Raquel helps the king forget about 
the crusade and remain true his seven-year treaty 
peace with the Moslems; some his councillors are 
made happy the peace but there are others who fear 
that Castile disgracing itself neutrality during 
holy war. Eventually, through alliance with Aragon 
which guarantees him support, through the chidings 
his warlike friends, and through his own impetuosity, 
Alfonso plunges into war. His queen, the only one 
able dissuade him from launching hostilities, allows 
the king rush ahead because she sees war the one 
opportunity ridding her her rival, the mistress 
who has borne Alfonso son. Rashness leads Alfonso 
into catastrophic defeat, the people Toledo revolt 


Trevor Taylor Chamberlain Best SELLERS 
Alfonso, already Taylor, Ward Roll Back the Sky 
and put Ibrahim and Raquel deat onso, already 


chastened defeat, utterly humiliated the loss 
his paramour, the disappearance his son, and the 
destruction has caused. changed, temperate 
monarch, calls another Jew his councillor and 
meekly submits his advice for the reconstruction 
the kingdom. 

all the conflicts this long tale there doubt 
where Mr. Feuchtwanger’s sympathies ob- 
jective the extent that places some virtues and 
some faults practically all his characters—though 
not Raquel who painted wonderfully virtuous 
adulteress. But Mr. Feuchtwanger’s objectivity, else 
his perception, has its limits. His Jews and Moslems 
are much better people than his Christians. has 
much admiration for the accidental beauty the Mos- 
lem culture but does not even touch the soul 
resurgent Spain. religious controversy puts noth- 
ing but puerility into the minds and mouths the 
Christians; sets forth the wisest and most learned 
his characters cynical Moslem who sees merit and 
defects all religions. 


Allowing for Mr. Feuchtwanger’s point view one can 
find merit this story; despite the erratic sense 
values that governs it, told with some skill. The 
fact remains, however, that too long and is, 
times, tedious. Somebody—an editor, translator, 
the author—decided ignore the convention 
beginning new paragraph for each new speaker 
dialogue; the result saving many pages but the 
reader, after overcoming his initial confusion, will 
quickly aware that the story even longer than its 
433 pages would seem indicate. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Trevor, Elleston Squadron Airborne 
Macmillan. Apr. 1956. 249p. $3.50. 


There can doubt about Elleston Trevor’s admira- 
tion for the Royal Air Force, or, least, for that 
nucleus that fought the battle Britain. 
enthusiastic his love for the flyers and mechanics 
appear little un-English, despite the fact that 
makes ample use heroic understatement and 
phlegmatic bravery. Unfortunately, Mr. Trevor’s tribute 
his heroes not particularly impressive—it too 
sketchy, too slangy, too facile. 

There real plot Squadron Airborne. There are 
many briefly delineated episodes out many lives; 
one incident climactic the novel, unless the sur- 
vival the youngest aviator atfer flaming crash might 
considered climactic. Mr. Trevor has simply shown 
the R.A.F., his idealized version it, work the 
ground, fighting the air, relaxing after the 
anxieties the day. Practically all the people 
this book speak constantly jargon that eventually 
begins sound labored. their casual amorality they 
sin easily and, fact, they seem beyond the pale 
some normal human reactions. 

When Mr. Trevor describing fighting, and when 
creating suspense about the outcome dogfight, 
effective; but his novel lacks depth and rather 
artificial. 


put this way: here are the ingredients, and you 
give the plot. Given: pilot named Richardson 
the Air Force; wife home; girl (nurse) 
close and available; the first low-level fire-bombing 
mission over Japan. Problem: write it. 
Ward Taylor, United States Air Force Lieutenant 
Colonel, has written it, and didn’t miss cliché. 
course the great Captain Richardson loved his wife 
madly, and she loved him madly. Naturally, the nurse 
threw herself into his arms, and they loved each other 
madly. This was something “bigger than both 
them” and, after all, was going die tomorrow and 
had take life while lasted. 
Fear gripped his heart when thought the terrible 
mission would have accomplish; but with dis- 
tant rolling drums his ears flew bravely 
destiny. And, over the target and flying home base, 
life suddenly lay clear before him. 
will not say that this the biggest cornball I’ve 
come across recent times, but believe me, the 
running. There much plot this book there 
was another memorable novel certain Colonel 
Grace came across few years ago called Give 
This Day, and keep that one collector’s item. 
There are the inevitable flashbacks, the moments 
jolly sex, and the final seaplane machina the end. 
(No, does not die, and was filled with sweet sad- 
ness the thought.) There good description 
the mission itself, though, and perhaps the Air Force 
will transfer Colonel Taylor its historical section 
where his narrative techniques might not entirely 
wasted. 
For Three-Ninety-Five you can see two good movies and 
have lunch and dinner the automat with the Daily 
News keep you happy it. 

Frank O’Gorman, 

Department English, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Chamberlain, Anne The Soldier Room 


Reminiscent John Collier, have here the “under- 
done” technique used for fair effect morbid char- 
acter study paranoia. 

Ruth literally prisoner her psychopathic husband 
Sydney. They live the gloomy family mansion which 
Sydney and his bride have inherited (by some 
fined tolerance older brother, Lawrence) from his 
hell-raising parents. Having lived under the spell 
extroverted and successful brother, Sydney mass 
persecution complexes. His outlet Ruth—whom 
quietly and pervasively transforming from shy 
and lovely person into schizophrenic. 

One day antique dealer invades the mansion seeking 


possession old furniture. Instead, possesses Ruth 


adulterous affair. Somehow this adultery has 
purgative effect Ruth’s miseries and she begins 
emerge from her cocoon. But Sydney dope. 
may locking himself into his little room high the 
dusty upper reaches the family domicile, sitting for 
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hours staring his enormous collection little metal 
soldiers; may sneaking down alleys, cutting 
dogs’ throats (when he’s supposed Columbus); 
may keeping sharp eye Ruth and her 
lover. Wherever is, happiness not with him. 
And eventually—and predictably—these strange go- 
ings come dramatic head. But that time 
your interest these people low point. 


The reason for this decline may lie the writer’s style. 
Bare-bones and uncluttered, stringently clean. And 
the characters whom all these things have been hap- 
pening. John Harvath, the lover, emerges un- 
mitigated animal seeking little more than sensual 
pleasure and quick buck: Ruth spineless psycho— 
until the end; Sydney only attitude—never 
human being. The vague and shadowy figures who 
fill the background have little personal identity; they 
are animated pieces scenery. 


Here are people (?) whose lives have little dimension. 
Their pleasures are dark and dreary ones. this was 
the intent Miss Chamberlain then she has succeeded 
admirably: hers dark and dreary novel! 


John Coppinger, 
Rye, New York 


Rooney, Frank The Heel Spring 
Vanguard. Mar. 19,1956. 314p. $3.95. 

The title may misleading, unless you know that 
borrowed from line Housman, “thaw follows 
frost; hard the heel spring treads 
not novel, therefore, about “cad, low char- 
acter”; rather the story the growing maturity, 
very special circumstances, young man named 
Charles Blackwell, although his real name Charles 
Lindell. was four years age when his father shot 
and killed his mother. and his two sisters, (one 
older; one younger), were hurriedly disposed of, 
different families, under different names, frantically 
distressed aunts, sisters their father, who was sen- 
tenced life imprisonment mentally unbalanced. 
The story concerns the efforts Charles and his 
sister Hester, the eldest the three Lindell children, 
find out why their socially prominent and politically 
successful father should have murdered their angelic 
mother; and, Hester’s case, rescue the father from 
his imprisonment. The younger sister, Doreen, not 
all interested any such efforts; she interested 
only getting herself comfortably situated the 
world, and she goes off her own soon she lays 
hands the third the estate that left for division 
among the three when they come age. 


The answer the “why?” not great importance 
this novel. serves its purpose keeping some 
suspense through the evolving portrayal the char- 
acters Charles and Hester, and the assortment 
people with whom they are involved. Most these 
characters are memorable portraits, particularly that 
Arnold Trydon, voluble and dynamic self-made man 
wealth who married Margaret Lindell and became 
Charles’ uncle. But Uncle Roy and Aunt Jane, the 
one miserly, the other pious and submissive; Chet 

atchan, one Charles’ boarding-school friends; 


Rooney Harris Fletcher 


Uncle Everett, Aunt Margaret, and old Mrs. Fall—all 
are individuals fully molded. 

Mr. Rooney won considerable critical acclaim with his 
previous novel, The Courts Memory; The Heel 
Spring should add his reputation, although not 
likely sell widely. For discriminating adult readers, 
this should intriguing and interesting change 
fictional pace, although not the sort fare suitable 
for family reading. 


Harris, Mark Bang the Drums Slowly 
Knopf. Mar. 19, 1956. 243p. $3.50. 


This remarkably good novel about baseball; but 
man’s meat, not for women. The ladies usually 
get lost the intricacies our national pastime; its 
those engaged its professional production not 
their taste. doubt very much that they will appre- 
ciate and enjoy these further adventures Henry 
Wiggen, pitcher for the New York Mammoths, who 
made his literary debut The Southpaw. sure 
most female readers would fail understand 
approve Wiggen’s, (now called “Author” his team- 
mates and other acquaintances), protective concern 
for dumb, overgrown relief catcher named Bruce Pear- 
son, when Henry finds out, just before spring training 
begins, that Bruce victim Hodgkin’s disease and 
has but few months, not much more than year 
so, live. They, the ladies, will certainly baffled 
the humor Henry and Joe’s strategy playing 
the game Tegwar, The Exciting Game Without Any 
Rules, guaranteed baffle and bulk the unsuspect- 
ing sucker who thinks just sitting down varia- 
tion Casino. 

But the men will find many chuckle, some real guf- 
faws, and some sweet satire, (particularly the sports’ 
writer’s proclivity quote records every drop 
bat ball); and they may wind bit misty eyed, 
too, times, with feeling that their chests are more 
than normally expanded, the end. For Mark Harris 
makes this touching tale, well raffish recital. 
knows his baseball well veteran. What 
more, Mr. Harris has developed style for his 
Author, the aforesaid Mr. Wiggen, which good, 
not even subtly better than Damon Runyon Ring 
Lardner. Some have compared this mastery col- 
loquial with that Mark Twain. Comparisons being 
ever invidious, let content report that there 
are times when Author gets himself hilariously in- 
volved the grammar sentence structure; but his 
meaning always clear enough. 

For those delicate sensibilities who have not already 
been warned off this story, might add that there are 
vulgarities expression which should harmless 
enough, but which will restrict this book the mature 
adult, preferably male. Under those reservations, Bang 
the Drum Slowly fun, with deep sub-surface com- 
passion and irreproachable moral: “From here 
rag nobody.” 


Fletcher, David Wilson Himalayan Tea Garden 
Crowell. Mar. 16, 1956. 273p. $4.00. 


Himalayan Tea Garden idyl and hymn joy. 
The author unashamed romantic, whose search 
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Allen Walter 


for the exotic and adventurous has taken him tea 
plantation perched the Himalayan hills near Dar- 
jeeling. Here the shape and texture daily life are 
wholly dominated the sacred mountain Kanchen- 
junga, “The Lord the Five Treasures,” third highest 
mountain the world. 

Much Mr. Fletcher’s journal given description 
his beloved mountain, countless different lights, 
from different vantage points, all the hours the 
day and all the seasons the year. And the descrip- 
tions are successful: the writer saw and felt, 
makes see and feel. 

But beyond the physical beauty the place, beyond 
the spell Kanchenjunga, Mr. Fletcher loves the entire 
round his life the tea garden. loves the 
worries and difficulties his work tea planter; 
loves the native workers, who consider themselves “the 
children the Sahib”; loves the Nepali language, 
rituals and legends, the very rhythm their way 
life. The vivid rendition day day living makes 
one the most satisfying aspects the book. All that 
the author says related specific experience 
and fact; reproduces the homely physical details 
tea planting, the shape and feel clothes and tools, 
the items furniture the houses, the sounds 
voices—all the perceptions which make life for him. 


this emphasis sense experience which makes 
Mr. Fletcher more than superficially romantic and 
makes his book more interesting than most “glamor 
the East” declarations. Himalayan Tea Garden pri- 
marily document experience. The author attempts 
interpretation, offers little commentary. has 
wish “get the bottom things”; even the face 
experience, with wonder and without question. The 
unexamined life presented here, contradiction 
Socrates, itself supremely worth living. 

One the disquieting elements the author’s happy 
outlook his unthinking relegation the Nepali people 
the status children—charming, lovable, but not 
taken seriously human beings. And the Sahib, 
all his benevolence, capable also shocking cal- 
lousness. and his wife are thrilled the spectacle 
fire the village below their cottage, but they mourn 
because the part the village which burned “the 
one part that affects us!” This the part the village 
where their laundryman lives, and their laundry has 
perished with his home. 

Mr. Fletcher uses highly charged, poetic style with 
notable success but with some equally conspicuous 
failures. Too often strains for the “poetic effect” 
and his writing then mannered and florid. His dia- 
logue, particularly, stagey and incredible. But these 
are limitations book which least unusual, 
pleasurable, and continuously engaging. 


Richard Horchler, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Allen, Robert The Grass Never Greener 
Bobbs-Merrill. Mar. 29, 1956. 204p. $3.00. 


Suppose that you lived Toronto and tired the 
endless winter struggle against snow and ice and sleet, 


Best SELLERS 


and wanted shed muffler and galoshes and great-coat 
for something simpler. Suppose that you had steady 
job, which you were tiring, and flair for writing 
humorous short articles. And then, finally, suppose 
that you got the idea that somewhere this world 
there was perfect place live, with equable weather, 
beautiful surroundings, and inexpensive living costs. 
What could you that’s what author Allen 
did. sold his house, tucked his wife and two young 
daughters into somewhat ancient car and took off 
for the sunny Southland. But, matter how much 
greener farther grass may seem, still found life 
matter the same travail complicated the addi- 
tional hazards semi-vagrancy. 


course, the old car soon died natural death and 
further travel was train and bus. Florida, Georgia, 
Arizona—each proved somewhat less than Para- 
dise; and the Allens ended up, naturally, good old 
Toronto. Poorer, wiser, somewhat more battered 


the vicissitudes life; but more contented and back 


the old treadmill payments house, car and fur- 
niture. 


For awhile, the traveling urge was sated with short 
trips and then the decision settle Ontario farm. 
But, finally, came the trip California and the per- 
fect place live was found last as, not only loca- 
tion, but state mind. 


Wryly, and with tongue cheek, Mr. Allen relates 
his adventures, stressing the humorous twists and turns 
everyday life, well the toils and troubles 
family the move. whole, the book some- 
what disconnected, due probably the fact that many 
sections were published separate magazine articles; 
but excellent piece light humor which can 
picked dropped will, without damaging the 
reader’s delight. The Grass Never Greener suit- 


able for all. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
Department Biology, 
University Scranton 


Walter, Richard Canary Island Adventure 
Dutton. Apr. 255p. $3.95. 


Many there are who dream sailing away distant 
island there enjoy peaceful life, but few are the 
fortunate who actually make the dream come true. 
this latter class belong Mr. Mrs. Richard Walter and 
family who found their “escape” the Canary Islands. 


Dick and Katie met during the war and married 
Europe 1945. Back home after the war they 
tried fifty acre farm near Philadelphia; then 
Collingswood, New Jersey; then Detroit; and, 
Haddonfield, New Jersey, where Dick “settled 
commuter’s life and Katie the mother’s task 
raising four children. But the tensions and worries, 
feverish pace modern daily living soon made 
Walters almost forget what means relax and 
life. was then that the plan was made take 
family and “retreat” for fourteen months some 
where the tempo living was easy-going and 
they all could get something other than ulcers, 
blood presure, and hypertension out their 
existence. 
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The Canary Islands were chosen and off they went 
adventure “get away from all” for while. 


For the next year the Walters gradually began get 
“bananafied,” which the Canary Islands meant liv- 
ing easily but productively and happily, not lazily but 
simply, relaxed and serene. 


short the Walters learned what means “Slow 
down and Live!” 


The sincere and warm-hearted hospitality the Island 
people, the adjustment “simple life” without elec- 
tricity gadgets, the children’s confusion and then 
victory over strange language and school, the un- 
hurried days, the art conversation, Katie’s adventures 
the market, all combine into interesting and easily 
read book make delightful antidote daily diet 
suspense, anxiety, uneasiness and trouble. 


The whole family will enjoy it. 


Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 


Quincy, Illinois 
Dooley, Thomas A., M.D. Deliver from Evil 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 214p. $3.50. 


far cry from the American character Graham 
Greene’s Quiet American the true story young 
Naval Medical Officer which richly deserves the en- 
comium the Chief Naval Operations, (Admiral 
Arleigh Burke), foreward this stirring, exciting 
adventure American his best, all senses 
the word. 


Doctor Dooley, career Medical Officer, received his 
premedical education the University Notre Dame 
and the Sorbonne. the latter institution acquired 
fluency the French language, which was deter- 
mining factor his ultimately being appointed carry 
out mission, which many could have been drab, 
dreary job, but which he, with almost fanatical zeal, 
carried out the finest traditions the United States 
Navy. 

graduated from the Medical School St. Louis 
University and after Naval Internship, was sent 
the Far East. His story that Medical Officer 
suddenly ordered Indo-China after the fall Dien 
Bien Phu. finds himself practical command 
the gigantic job the evacuation Haiphong. 


Like all young physicians, his knowledge tropical 
diseases was sketchy. Yet overnight was treating 
more smallpox, cholera, leprosy, and other foul diseases 
than most physicians see long professional lifetime. 


From August, 1954, May, 1955, some 600,000 refugees 
from Northern Vietnam Southern Vietnam passed 
through Haiphong. Doctor Dooley’s job was build 
camps and give medical care the sick and 
aged. 

With the assistance specialists from the Medical 
Service Corps and enlisted corpsmen, all whom 
gives unstinting praise and credit, directed and 
actually cared for what well may the largest number 
patients any physician our time. 


Recognition also given American Pharmaceutical 


and Drug Manufacturers for their most generous con- 


Dooley Grattidge 


tributions. Many instances Communist propaganda 
and terrorism, well heroism the Viet Namese 
are told. Vignettes, well realistic photographs, 
are integral part his story. However, basically, 
considered his mission “Sell America.” This 
has accomplished. 


wish join Admiral Burke awarding the highest 
Naval Accolate Doctor Dooley. “Well Done.” 


O’Brien, M.D., 
Comdr. (M.C.) 
Honorably Discharged, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Grattidge, Captain Harry (An Autobiography 
Told Richard Collier) 

Captain the Queens 
Dutton. Mar. 26, 1956. 313p. $4.50. 
Captain Grattidge’s interesting and full life, told 
interesting manner. About leave Eliza 
beth, which has commanded the senior officer 


the Cunard Line, the Captain reminisces from his boy- 
hood December 22, 1953. 


apprentice boy fifteen, Harry Grattidge “was 
going sea become Captain” and started 
four-masted bark. was there that learned the first 
truth the sea, his ship struggled storm, and 
saw rockets distress from another ship. “Aren’t 
enough trouble ourselves?” asked, when was 
told they might try assist. “Aye—but when you’re 
sail you don’t always think yourself first. You 
your damndest help the other fellow you can.” 
And Harry Grattidge lived that precept throughout 
the rest his life. 


Three years spent Indian Waters taught him only 
that the English had stricter caste system than the 
natives. Then 1914 began his service the 
Cunard Line and the following forty years are full 
incidents and experiences such happen few men. 


rid the Captain the Carpathia three men 
who were bothering him, Grattidge carried them ashore 
Fiume. few days later their pictures appeared, 
the slayers Archduke Ferdinand Austria. 


Grattidge served most this war Reserve Lieu- 
tenant near the Dardanelles but, near the end the 
war, his ship was torpedoed night and hole blown 
the side it. The ship started list and Grattidge 
was astonished see the moon rushed from his 
cabin, which was below decks, near the engine room. 
still thinks that the only one ever. see the 
moon through the side ship and live tell it. 


Shortly after this, begins the parade famous people 
through the life Grattidge. Lawrence Arabia, 
who came aboard see the Arab leader, Emir Feisal, 
his way conference with President Wilson 
Paris; Lord Beaverbrook; Montagu Norman, governor 
the Bank England; Chancellor Briining Ger- 
many, who had Hitler arrested 1932; the Prince 
Wales, who directed orchestra the empty ball- 
room the Berengaria while port; Alice Longworth, 
Teddy Roosevelt’s daughter; Henry Heinz, the pickle 
king; Henry Morgenthau; King George; and many other 
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personalities, famous our age. Grattidge gives 
amusing personal anecdotes about each one. 

carries through the Second World War, 
helped evacuations, swam from torpedoed ship 
and was decorated the King. Then began his service 
the Queen Mary, which was making weekly trips 
carrying fifteen thousand more Americans Europe. 


floating city—and came command it—the end 
his journey; yet lets enjoy his stops and stations 
the way. pleasant story true gentleman and 
his meetings with those about whom read. 

John Cullen, 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Walton, Francis 
Miracle World War II: How American 
Industry Made Victory Possible 

Macmillan. Mar. 27,1956. 575p. $7.50. 


Here the first comprehensive study made the con- 
version American industry from peacetime war- 
time productivity. fascinating story which in- 
cludes the problems which beset virtually every size 
and kind productive corporation America. 
many ways frightening story the inadequacies 
American industry the early days World War 
are revealed, 


These inadequacies had their basis the era 
economic philosophy dictated large part Harry 
Hopkins. was succinctly expressed the phrase: 
“Tax and tax, spend and spend.” the six seven 
years which this philosophy had practical appli- 
cation, American industrialists lived atmosphere 
insecurity. They were discouraged from their natural 
and historical tendency expand their facilities and 
reinvest large share their profits research 
and development. They were stymied from long-range 
planning which could useful time emergency 
occurred 1940 and 1941 when the first major de- 
mands for war materiel came from England, France, 
and then from our own military command. 
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There was irony this situation when the very ad- 
ministration which had caused this static and stagnant 
condition for American industry began make tre- 
mendous and unparalleled demands the “arsenal 
democracy.” The years frustration for American 
industry reaped frightful toll. Government contracts 
could not replace obsolete machinery, factories, and 
methods. sixty-year history anti-trust legislation 
had not been designed lull American industry into 
security. Size had become concept evil when ap- 
plied American industry. Graduated and corporate 
taxes had placed premium upon inventiveness and 
ambition. 


The miracle Mr. Walton’s title not the conversion 
industry from peacetime wartime but the fact that 
such conversion was made despite the history 
obstacles and the future confusion. 


Part the pattern confusion was the economic 
planning which surrounded American industry after 
1940. Panaceas such price-fixing, priorities, ration- 
ing, and quotas were introduced stimulate produc- 
tion and instead they retarded the war effort. Bureau- 
crats became involved management, production, en- 
gineering, buying, selling, and ownership. Their in- 
volvement led inevitable tendency snarl every- 
thing red tape. Politicians, military leaders, govern- 
ment executives, and run-of-the-mill do-gooders stepped 
out character direct scientific research, labor dis- 
location, education, recreation, and the fine art busi- 
ness. This type meddling resulted unprecedented 
waste, inefficiency, extravagance, and disorder. 


When left their own resources the American indus- 
trialist performed outstanding feats accomplishment 
which eventually turned the tide battle against the 
Axis powers. But his greatest victory was won home 
against the planners. Tanks, planes, cannons, bomb- 
sights, jeeps, and the rest the paraphernalia war 
were built bigger, faster, better and more volume 
only when the American industrialist was given free 
rein. 


But the biggest and most impressive lesson learn 
from Mr. Walton’s study the profound thought that 
war synonymous with waste. This reviewer could 
not help but reflect how much the standard living 


all nations could have been improved during the 


period 1939-1945 all this productive energy could 
have been expended upon peacetime manufactures. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Farmer, Frances (editor) The Wilson Reader 
Oceana Publications. Apr. 1956. 286p. $1.00. 

This year marks the one hundredth anniversary the 
birth Woodrow Wilson, twenty-eighth president 
the United States. only right that compendium 
his life and major addresses published. Frances 
Farmer has endeavored accomplish this The Wil 
son Reader. 


Thomas Woodrow Wilson was born Staunton, Vir 


ginia, December 28, 1856. graduated from 


ton, studied law the University Virginia, and 
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received his Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University. 
became college president, the governor New 
Jersey, and President the United States. The Reader 
gives short biographical analysis our 
president; and then quotes extracts from different books 
Wilson written by, e.g., Charles Seymour, Richard 
Hofstadter, Gerald Johnson. All agree that Wil- 
son was Where Theodore Roosevelt loved 
people and had common ground for conversation 
any topic, Wilson was somewhat distant and picked 
the topics wished discuss. had few close 
friends. preferred converse writing and his 
letters express kindness and sentiment for those close 
his heart. 


Wilson’s major addresses are included under the cap- 
tion: Wilson, The Statesman. the reader may 
digest the lofty idealism the First Inaugural Address 
(1913), the “Too Proud Fight” speech, the War 
Message, and the Pueblo (Colorado) speeches. The 
Reader ends with summary Wilson men who 
knew him: Bernard Baruch and John Foster Dulles. 


Gerald Johnson says, Woodrow Wilson “has 
returned haunt us.” died 1924; but since the 
end World War II, Wilson has grown stature. 
Alben Barkley has gone record classifying him among 
our greatest presidents. Renewed interest this schol- 
arly executive will undoubtedly forthcoming the 
next few months. Frances Farmers’ Reader will help 
scholars all academic levels their appraisal the 
historical position Woodrow Wilson. 


Frank Brown, 
Chairman, History Department, 
University Scranton 


Padover, Saul Jefferson Profile 
Day. Apr. 359p. $5.00. 

Thomas Jefferson’s birthday celebrated April 13th. 
appropriate that, the two-hundred-and-thir- 
teenth anniversary Mr. Jefferson’s birth, book 
his letters should published. Jefferson was prolific 
writer. There are about 18,000 his letters available 
the interested scholar. Saul Padover has screened 
these writings and presents 180 personal letters the 
Sage Monticello. They begin 1760 and end 
1826, the year Jefferson’s death. beautiful prose, 
Jefferson wrote letters almost everyone importance 
America his time, and Europe. corre- 
sponded with John Harvey, James Madison, Carlo Bel- 
lini, Lafayette, Czar Alexander Russia, Alexander 
von Humboldt, name merely few. His range 
literary expression wide; his interests manifold. 
comments the cost wine, the habits the Ameri- 
can Indians, the virtue patience, and 
ciples government. Some these letters are brief; 
others remarkably long when one considers the de- 


made Jefferson’s time. 


December 22, 1783, advised his daughter, 


Martha, cautious her dress. Men, said Jeffer- 


son, frown loose and negligent attire. Martha was 


also given rather rigid daily schedule fulfill 
her scholarly father. She was urged read, draw, 
study French, practice music, and write daily 
letter; and, since Jefferson disliked misspelled words, 


Padover Vanderbilt Hawkins 


cautions his eldest daughter refer dictionary 
whenever she doubt about the correct spelling 
word, 

Jefferson seemed have taken special delight 
writing John Adams. letter dated May 27, 
1813, inquires the whereabouts the signers the 
Declaration Independence; morosely comments 
approaching death; then branches off into such 
varied topics Indians, dialects, and the young Ameri- 
can navy. 

Whether was writing baron dirt farmer, 
there runs through all his letters fine old-fashioned 
literary courtesy. Jefferson never became scold. 
believed human dignity and this marvelous collec- 
tion his letters adds our appreciation the stature 
the dean all American correspondents. 


Frank Brown, 
Chairman, History Department, 
University Scranton 


Vanderbilt, Amy 

Amy Vanderbilt’s Everyday Etiquette 
Hanover House. Mar. 255p. $2.50. 
Miss Amy Vanderbilt appears one those young 
ladies who intends leave her mark the manners 
and mannerisms the times. Her Amy Vanderbilt’s 
Complete Book Etiquette did very well for itself and 
and the publisher, and now her 


The book divided into twelve sections: The Social 
Graces, Entertaining, Engagements and Weddings, Fun- 
Your Manners Away from Home, Correspond- 
ence, Teen-Agers, Babies and Children, Business Eti- 
quette, Divorce Separation and Widowhood, Dress, 
and the Index. 


The book done question-answer format, making 
bit more readable than the average book eti- 
quette, and there are enough questions with real point 
them make interesting for the average browser. 
For quick consultation would make excellent 
reference work have around for those little unusual 
moments when you know you’ve got something 
but are not quite certain about the way it. 


have funny feeling, though that aimed level 
sophistication just slightly above the American mode 
living. Miss Vanderbilt notes that when you (house- 
wife) make phone call introduce new 
neighbor, you should speak yourself “Mrs. X.” 
Suburban intimacy today generally dictates that you 
speak yourself “Betty X.” think whole new 
set regulations will eventually have drawn 
cover the new trends living America today. 


occurs that every book etiquette woman 
should matched one from the male sex. But 
you don’t want boor, and have none, this 
good buy books etiquette. 


Hawkins Leonard, with Milton Lomask 


The Man the Iron Lung 
Doubleday. Apr. 253p. $3.75. 


This book tells the story Fred Snite, who was 
stricken with polio the age while traveling 


Collins Barbu 


China. Luckily, one the very first iron lungs was 
available; and from that time on—until died 
years later—Fred lived the lung very close it. 
could use chest respirator for brief period. 

The book takes through his life: the period preced- 
ing the sickness, his adjustment his lot, his marriage, 
his family life with his wife and three little girls, and 
his later life when became contract bridge expert. 
amazing the things was able his lung 
(which weighed 700 pounds), the horse races, 
football games, the neighborhood movies, and even 
ocean voyage Lourdes. this told, man 
who lived with Fred practically all the time, very 
informal, easy-to-read style. 

the telling there are few things which are passed 
over quickly, such the account his courtship, mar- 
riage and family life which would general in- 
terest; while considerable space given technical 
account the evolution the iron lung and the best 
way treat polio victims, which can appeal only 
limited few. 

One Fred’s outstanding characteristics was his Cath- 
olicity. devoted considerable part each day 
meditation; consecrated his life Mary special 
way; and did much, non-irritating manner, 
bring wanderers back the Church and awaken 
interest the Church those outside the fold. 


The book brings out forcefully the power money. 
Fred’s case couldn’t restore health; but surely 
made his incapacity much easier bear. 


James Ball, 
St. Michael’s Rectory, 
Buffalo, New York 


Collins, Thomas 
The Golden Years—An Invitation 
Retirement 
Day. Apr. $2.75. 
This how-to-do-it book for those our citizens who 
are approaching the age retirement. written 
newspaper columnist and based upon the findings 
has accumulated over period five years during 
which wrote syndicated column the subject. 


The book written easy Readers-Digesty 


replete with anecdotes and words encouragement, 
assuring the reader that “you-too” can solve the prob- 
lems too much time, too little money and nothing 
do. Nor does the author neglect the how-not-to- 
do-it angle. His examples, all taken from actual ex- 
periences, include the mistakes—costly money, hap- 
piness, both—as well the right steps. 


The discussion includes questions such common- 
sense recognition the problem age and retirement; 
choice place live—whether off the “mild blue 
yonder” home-sweet-home; how find recogni- 
tion; how make living. This latter covers wide 
variety means people have used either complete 
cases retired persons have for the first time become 
their own bosses, least have succeeded regu- 
lating working hours suit themselves. Examples 
range from people severely limited means those 
the $10,000 year bracket. 


Consideration given the choice moving into 
old folks home, buying farm, living with the 
dren, with the advantages and the headaches 
illustrated. The widow and the single woman have 
their peculiar problems analyzed, and men will chat thi 
happy know that entire chapter devoted 
“How Keep Husband Alive” (for the wife’s 
fit). Two chapters are devoted the value pen- 
sions and lump-sum bequests. Finally the possibilities The 
retiring before you have and outwitting com- dicta 
pulsory retirement are studied. the frec 
pression 


Occasionally the author indicates casual acceptance regime 
hardheaded business mores which would hard the 
square with rigorous moral code. But this far 
weighed the implicit appeal human dignity 
courage the book. His message might thought. 
analyze your own position, and then make virtue 
use years which may the worst but can the 
best. useful book, especially for men and women 
their fifties. 

Robert Cronin, 

Glens Falls, New York 


Barbu, Zevedei Democracy and Dictatorship 
Grove Press. Mar. 30,1956. 275p. $3.50. 


Professor Barbu adds another item the growing body 
Culture-Personality (or Society-Personality) 
ture. The outstanding virtue his effort lies the 
clear emphasis placed the reciprocal nature the 
interplay between social settings and personality dy. 
namics involved the historical rise and fall demo 

cratic and totalitarian patterns life. The outstanding 
particular approach, generalize from individual 
sonality structures and influences mass behavior 
terns—with the not unusual result extensive use sel 
superficial and overly simplified “conclusions” and 
planations, supported frequent reliance analog 
required. Thus, analogy between The publ 
and what Barbu chooses designate career Fo: 
begins interesting and suggestive insight, but Ambassac 
pathic group.” Stanton 
Two points the introduction serve clues Man 
basic shortcomings the book. The impression oubt 
present that the author sees himself something 
academic adventurer setting forth “to find himself 
common ground between sociology and Painted 
the many and often significant contributions 
have been made interdisciplinary studies, (or, Americ 
least, those evidencing interdisciplinary approach), centt 
social phenomena. Except for the passing Stanton 
given the “authoritarian personality” studies, 
can research this area virtually ignored. This became 
have been remedied more thorough review many 
existing literature and, had this been done, the legion and 
failing might have been lessened avoided. For anese inva 
complete reliance subjective analysis and what nineteen 
terms the “integralist” approach, Barbu fails link protect 
interpretations any verifiable reference points. interests 


Stanton, 
Harper. 


any 
“pictures 
our attit 
every fiel 
convincir 
Foreign 
been 
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will wholeheartedly agree with Barbu that 
detachment from facts and certain tendency 
abstract thinking” form essential prerequisites 
valid sociological analysis. But will not agree 
ill that this necessary quality implies justifies the degree 
ted independence from facts the range abstraction 


The analyses Nazism and the Communist patterns 
dictatorship are interesting one willing battle 
the frequent reliance obscure jargon-tinged ex- 
pressions. Certainly, the characterization the Nazi 
ptance regime manifestation irrational forces contrast 
ard the super-rational quality the Communist totali- 
order offers much food for thought. theo- 
and essay, Barbu’s work carries much value 
social science, however, its con- 
and methodological shortcomings far outweigh 
ageous virtues. 


the Gordon Zahn, Ph.D., 
vomen Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Stanton, Edwin Brief Authority 


Harper. Mar. 290p. $4.00. 


Many years ago Walter Lippman reminded that the 
“pictures our heads” exert greater influence upon 
our attitudes than does the real world. almost 
field endeavor stereotypes are frequently more 
than reality. Regarding the United States 
Foreign Service this confusing caricature with reality 
has been largely responsible for the failure Ameri- 
appreciate the herculean labors that corps 
men and women who represent the United States 
the far corners the world. The “pictures our 
heads” represent striped-pants, cocktail sippers conspir- 
sell the nation out communism. Few 
much about the hard work which these de- 
men and women advance America’s interests 
under the most adverse working conditions. 


The publication, however, this autobiography 
career Foreign Service Officer, who recently retired 
Ambassador Thailand, should much correlate 
the mental pictures with the real world. Edwin 
Stanton has subtitled his book “Excursions Common 
Man Uncommon World.” There can little 
doubt the unique character the world which 
himself “common” for the picture which has 
Painted that extremely competent, sensitive 
extraordinary person and the future historian will 
probably regard him one the outstanding executors 
(or, American foreign policy regarding Asia the twen- 
century. 
Stanton was appointed the Foreign Service 1921 
student interpreter Peking. Two years later 
became vice-consul Mukden, and until 1942 served 
view many posts throughout China. His adventures were 
legion and dealing with warlords, bandits, and Jap- 
vhat years that one left aghast. was his duty 
link protect American lives and advance American 
amids floods, epidemics, civil war and inva- 


cism; Finally, was interned the Japanese and 


orship 


Stanton Pearl 


repatriated the Gripsholm. After the war was 
named Thailand, first Minister and then Am- 
bassador. Even had not written this book, Stan- 
ton’s role building friendly relations between that 
country and the United States would not have gone 
unheralded. 


The dominant theme Stanton’s life was the acquisi- 
tion knowledge and respect for the customs, tradi- 
tions and legends the people dealt with. His 
contacts extended far beyond the Foreign Offices and 
his official counterparts down the level the ordi- 
nary people. Humor and perception mark the entire 
story and one leaves Brief Authority with the feeling 
that last have realistic and sympathetic per- 
sonal account life the Foreign Service. 


Ambassador Stanton has not chosen make his auto- 
biography political commentary the areas which 
served. The relatively few remarks this type that 
makes are, however, shrewd. One hopes that 
will use his retirement years continue writing and 
analyze from the wealth his experience Far Eastern 
affairs. The present volume enthusiastically 
recommended all readers interested America’s 
diplomacy and Far Eastern affairs. 


Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 
Department Government, 
The University Texas, 
Austin 12, Texas 


Pearl, Cyril Girl with the Swansdown Seat 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 263p. $3.95. 


Victorian morality popularly implies either two 
things straight-laced, straight-faced prudishness 
rigidly decorous behavior. the words the author 
this very readable book, “Victorian, and particularly 
mid-Victorian, are synonomous with virtuous; the words 
suggest tableau pure women and passionless men, 
citizens solemn, glandless Utopia where duty has 
routed desire and children are frequently born but 
never made.” 


Cyril Pearl sets out disprove what considers this 
prevalent misconception, and before he’s done with it, 
scholarly fashion routs the pretender and comes 
forward with quietly humorous and sometimes fasci- 
natingly revealing picture Victorian sexuality—not 
lope who “boasted that had never written line 
that pure woman could not read without blush,” 
but rather insists really existed quite “undif- 
ferent” from the morality which preceded and that 
which exists today. 


his opening chapter the “Victorian Myth” defined 
most people comprehend it, including some osten- 
sible authorities with whom Pearl has little patience. 
The next delineates general terms what the author 
considers the “Victorian Reality.” Succeeding 
chapters look more closely the components this 
reality. “Harlotry Triumphant” contains some startling 
statistics the prevalence prostitution England 
during Victoria’s reign, and Theme Fair Women” 
depicts the more “successful” notorious sirens 
Soho. These include such courtesans Finette, who 
was Whistler’s mistress and the introducer the can- 


Fullam Sheehy Graham March 


can into the British Isles; Elizabeth Howard, who 
crossed the channel and, after showing her continental 
counterparts thing two, “retired from the public 
bed with the title Countess Beauregard and five 
and half million francs Napoleon III’s money”; and 
most notably Catherine Walters, “Skittles,” giver 
parties attended Edward, Prince Wales, rider 
spirited horses, and possessor the lavishly ac- 
coutered cabinet from which the book derives its 
name. Additional chapters are devoted the seem- 
ingly popular practice public male nude bathing; the 
eagerness with which the reading public devoured lurid 
divorce details, not contemporary Confidential, 
but The Times; and the extensive traffic por- 
nography—especially that indulged such per- 
sonage Richard Monckton Milnes, soon-to-be Lord 
Houghton, whom Swinburne, himself devotee 
the obscene, wrote, “his erotic collection books and 
engravings, etc., unrivalled upon earth.” 


his book, Cyril Pearl presents convincing refutation 
quietly humorous, well documented manner. Natural- 
ly, work such this not recommended without 
reservations. not for the general reader. But the 
adult whose interests are historical, sociological, literary, 
just plain human will find The Girl with the Swans- 
down Seat interesting, enlightening, and amusing. 


Matthew O’Rourke, 
University Scranton 


Fullam, Raymond B., S.J. The Popes Youth 
America Press. Apr. 1956. 442p. $5.00. 

Father Fullam has selected statements the present 
Pope and his four immediate predecessors and ar- 
ranged them four topical divisions: The authority 
the Popes youth; principles the formation 
youth; adult responsibility toward youth; influences ad- 
verse the formation youth. Each these divisions 
further subdivided into various aspects the major 
topic, with summary the various quotations. Thus, 
this collection becomes valuable source for ready 
reference which will appreciated anyone con- 
cerned with young people. 


Sheehy, Maurice The Priestly Heart 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 23,1956. $2.75. 
Father Joseph, priest for years, months and days, 
subjected already weakened heart sudden strain 
and fell the victim “coronary occlusion.” 


The Priestly Heart the account his thoughts, suf- 
ferings, meditations and ministrations from the time 
the attack June until his death August 


Despite his weakness Father Joseph was able keep 
diary that began with the first crushing pain and ended 
only few moments this side eternity. 


How managed this feat not explained. What 
explained the manner which reacted the 
knowledge that death was only heart beat two 
away. Instead becoming bitter complaining 
waited with feeling akin impatience for union with 
his Lord. 


Best SELLERS APRIL 
While waiting, however, was far from idle. He! never 


reviewed the actions relatively blameless Seed, 
edified entire hospital, got some sinners back the 


sacraments and, general, exercised the priesthood 
One who also healed while suffered. 


Particularly rich and moving are accounts the present 
the dying priest’s parents made his hospital room. four 


The whole theme the little diary was expressed 


Father Joseph when said: who cannot 
ari 


bread and wine can still consecrate suffering.” 
audienc 
Their 
Graham, Billy The Seven Deadly 
theological treatise the Seven Deadly Sins. Nor 


seven consecutive radio broadcasts and provides pattern. 
ing example material that makes only fair much 


but excellent listening. 
The use rhetorical devices build interest alike for 
emphasis, the insertion short, pungent sentences dissec 
the profusion Scriptural texts combine 
strate the famed mastery effective leav 
preaching. 

the man, 


Occasionally, under the spell his own fered the 
Mr. Graham’s critical judgment runs poor second his 
his acknowledged powers oratory. His refer 
that “Christ can only one thing with sin. writing 
not condone it, nor condemn it—He forgives it” 

his vague references each the seven sins 


“most heinous” are cases point. 


Despite these lapses, this book contains 
popularly written, hard-hitting treatment the 
deadly sins. calls spade spade and Miers, 
understandable language warns the reader that slavery Knopf. 
any these sins exposes person not only This new 
loss divine favor but also the loss ning the 
acceptance and success. 


originally delivered the dynamic Dr. esting, ins 


these talks must have packed potent punch. this 
Msgr. Thomas Cawley, well 
Editor, The Catholic Light, 
Writing 


March, William William March Miers’ 
With Introduction Alistair Cooke. Rinehart. full life 
One the very strange things about this world gives the 
fact that some people not become known until leader 
have passed into the life beyond. case point after being 
that William March, who died May 15, Union for 
Here was writer, who probably would have 
virtually unknown were not for his last novel, Civil War 
Bad Seed, now Broadway play and about Who had 
into movie. decided 


Taking advantage this current hit, someone has 
gathered together into this one volume, one 
Mr. Miers 


novels, Company novelette, October Island; 
ty-one short stories; and group fables which death, 


Aprit 15, 1956 
He! never before been published book form. The Bad 
Seed, however, not included. 
the With such varied collection writings facing him, 
the reviewer certainly position say very much 
about any single one them. his choice, the 
present writer would have admit that the only one 
found rewarding was the novel, Company Here 
story, not with handful characters, but with 
Some one hundred more, the men the company 
Marines. Each man steps out, were, before the 
audience, speaks his few lines, and makes his exit. 
Their words are few. Yet, when all pieced to- 
gether, there sense continuity which leaves the 
reader with the feeling that has lived, suffered and 
died with these men who have just passed mere 
Once having finished the novel, this reader 
sensed void. The fables were found interesting, 
but scarcely remarkable impressive. for the short 
stories, they seem have been cut from the same 


pattern. There monotonous sameness about them, 
much that not one them could singled out 
for distinction. Mr. March’s people are remarkably 
for their oddity, tragic, pitiable individuals. And 

dissects them, were, with the sharpest instru- 


and 
ments his command. The result, more often than 


not, leaves one limp and depressed the morbidity 
scenes has witnessed. Perhaps irony that 

the man, who was able handle skillfully, suf- 
fered the fate that did. sure, there value 
ond his writing for the serious reader. But hesitate 
refer his works, does the jacket blurb, “the 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
seven 


Miers, Earl Robert Lee: Great Life Brief 
Knopf. Apr. 16,1956. 199p. $2.50. 


This new series biographies, twelve number run- 
the gamut from Julius Caesar Mahatma Gandhi, 
will, the biography Lee the measure, inter- 
instructive and pleasant reading. The author 
this Lee biography, Mr. Miers, one with reputa- 
well established such exemplary works The 
Who Marched Hell and The Web 
Victory. 


ght, 


Writing this review with the vista from window over- 
looking the Potomac, find the opening chapter Mr. 
Miers’ biography the incomparable Lee springs into 
full life and activity. The author more than his- 
torian; artist. Nothing his pages more vividly 
gives the setting the drama the Confederate war- 
til leader than Miers’ pen-picture Lee returning home, 
after being tentatively offered the command the 
Union forces Francis Preston Blair, acting under 
from President Lincoln. The entire ethos the 
el, Civil War wrapped within the soul this man 
Who had served the nation for thirty years and who had 
decided that April day 1861 that his lot must, 
duty, honor and heart, cast with his native state 

not with the nation. 


Mr. Miers follows the pattern chronology, from birth 


death, and the only misgiving had was that the 


Miers Brown Creasey 


author, times, seems belabor the obvious fact that 
Lee “was human being,” given short outbursts 
temper, moments indecision, and more certainly 
always “too much gentleman martinet.” 
There attempt within the volume glamorize 
popularize General Lee; actually, this simple nar- 
rative, excellently done, about truly simple man. 


Those who know Lee only the idol the “Lost 
Cause” who rode Traveller victory The Wilder- 
ness and defeat Appomatox, the patient man 
who did not want secession, one who freed his own 
slaves during the war, one who prayed through 
long night while Jackson was dying, short, the 
soldier son “Light-Horse” Harry Lee, should all 
means read Mr. Miers trenchant biography. can and 
should read Yanks Rebs from ten eighty 


years age. 
Berkeley Kines, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 
CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Brown, Fredric The Lenient Beast 
Dutton. Mar. 25,1956. 191p. $2.75. 


far back can remember, has always been 
pleasure pick work Fredric Brown. The 
pleasure has not necessarily come from the knowledge 
that the writer competent one. Rather, has de- 
rived from past experience that Brown not content 
with the usual and banal; always trying, (though 
may not always succeed), come with some- 
thing different: new approach old plot situation, 
unique characterization, variation the technique 
the form. 


his latest has single death, seemingly easily 
explainable. But the Tucson police—in the persons 
Detectives Frank Ramos, Fern Cahan, and Captain 
Walter Pettijohn—get involved the investigation, 
they are variously affected it. Especially Frank, who 
bears the burden alcoholic wife, and part Mexi- 
can community where racial origins make sharp 
and subtle conflicts. Added all this the variety 
achieved shifting the narrative each chapter 


different character who tells the story terms him- 
self. 


This not really mystery, (the murderer reveals his 
own role), but study crime and 
has some interesting ideas skillfully integrated into the 
patterns action. 


Verdict: Entertainingly “different.” 


Creasey, John The Beauty Queen Killer 
Harper. Mar. 24,1956. 179p. $2.75. 


The highest praise can pass any reader 
own reaction this clever, macabre thriller: want 
read any other mysteries this skillful craftsman has 
produced. 

his latest, Creasey presents the men the Yard— 
especially Inspector West and Detective Inspector Turn- 
bull—apparently stopped cold their efforts appre- 


hend the murderer group girls who are vying 
for the title the Most Beautiful Girl Britain. 
Strangling, poisoning, incineration—the murderer keeps 
the elimination process. Suspicion shifts all over 
the place and looks Creasey going pull off 
Roger Ackroyd. But, finally, the denouement reveals 
the logical murderer—though reserve judgment the 
capability the villain have pulled off some the 
murders. This reservation only quibbling for the 
characterization has been sharp and the action has been 
humming throughout the narrative. 


Verdict: study terror! 


Halliday, Brett The Blonde Cried Murder 
Torquil. Mar. 159p. $2.95. 


The latest episode (28th) the career Mike Shayne, 
private eye. And somewhat dreary one is. Mike 
has been around long time now and his creator, Hal- 
liday, entitled occasional slip. 


it’s because there are many imitators Ham- 
mett, Chandler and Halliday that Mike’s newest esca- 
pade seems inconsequential. Most private eyes are 
tough, nowadays, that anything less than their being 
tossed off ten-story building (“and getting slowly, 
with glint annoyance the gold-flecked 
seems tame. Anyhow—this time it’s case extor- 
tion, murder and changed identities. all happens 
Miami, between 9:32 p.m. and midnight, evening 
during the off-season. hand are Lucy Hamilton, 
Mike’s secretary, Will Gentry, tough Chief Police, 
and some vengeful knotheads not worth your time nor 
attention. 


Verdict: The off-season dull Miami! 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
James and Bishop, Virginia Lee 
Fighting Father Duffy 
Illustrated Lawrence Hoffman. Farrar. Mar. 23, 
1956. 189p. $1.95. (Vission Books) 
inspiring story the boy who became the famous 
chaplain New York’s Fighting Sixty-Ninth. The 
book covers the difficulties surmounted getting 
enough education become teacher, his brilliant 
scholarship, teaching career, call the priesthood, 
human kindness young seminarians Dunwoodie, 
successful pastorates the Bronx and downtown New 
York, and services Army chaplain. the last- 
named capacity, see him in: (1) the Spanish- 
American War, where missed all the shooting and 
got only secondhand fever; (2) the Mexican Border 
War, where walked, rode horseback and drove 
Ford through the battles; and (3) World War where 
braved shell fire front lines serve his men and 
give them comfort and encouragement. came back 
Major, winner the Distinguished Service Cross, 
and universal favorite the regiment, the monu- 
ment Times Square proves. 


Halliday Bishop 


SELLERS 
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The book presents vivid, accurate picture trench 
warfare, gas horrors, dugout life and Man‘s Land, 
detailed accounts battles which the Sixty-Ninth 
distinguished itself, well personal interest stories 
“Wild Bill” Donovan, Joyce Kilmer, General Persh- 
ing, and many touching anecdotes rank-and-file 
soldiers. also shows real Irishman possessed 
rare wit and temper, kind and scholarly man who 
loved and understood boys and men, born teacher 
ands above all, good priest. 
Priestly aspirants high school and boys interested 
merely war stories will enjoy the well-told story. 
The disappointing illustrations (some which recall 
Pat O’Brien the film role the chaplain) not 
detract from the story. 
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Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore High School, 


Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Brucker, Margaretta Big, Brave and Handsome 
Farrar. Mar. 23,1956. 184p. $2.75. (Ariel Books) 

“Big, Brave and Handsome” was Kathi’s name for the 
baseball-playing senior with whom her cousin Jill was 
going steady. Sixteen and junior, Jill had refused 
Denny’s repeated suggestion that they get 
But when she thought was succumbing Kathi’s 
wiles, spite Kathi’s polio-crippled condition, Jill 
lost her head and asked him marry her, only 
refused turn. Four months later Jill was headed 
ward university degree, Denny was doing his 
the Navy, and both were content wait “maybe 1956. 
was not based fear the future.” mod 


The author accepts current dating mores without told him. 
tion protest. (“Love was much more than 
and the casual kissing and petting which 
indulged today,” Jill thought.) not much the 
going steady the high school marriage she 
anxious about, although she does show Jill’s mother 
disturbed about both. She gives shrewd analysis doe 
the reasons why some girls marry early, with one pitiful 
tenth grade. But she fails make clear how Denny 
who has failed his try for professional baseball 
going support wife “maybe one year maybe 


and how compatible and Jill will that 


story 

flavor 

Rainbow Book more 
handsome volume with over 350 black and 
illustrations (some full-page) and color plates, chop 
with the present location the original identified. 
history art, the text begins with the Spanish Oxford 
paintings, reviews Egyptian sculpture, wall suggest 
and architecture, Greek perfection, 
nence architecture, and two good chapters 
val and Renaissance art. With the latter chapter, th! Diethelm 
treatment becomes biographical, and continues 
after. Lively, personal details are included, well 
mention the contribution the artist made 189p. $1.9: 
art and the achievements for which best known The first 
Enough the historical period described set Pope plo 


Thomas 
World. Apr. 16, 1956. 
$4.95. 
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artist against his time. 20-page chapter devoted 
the arts America. Indexed and substantially 
bound, this very good buy. 


Daly, Maggie Kate Brennan, Model 
Dodd. Mar. 249p. $2.75. 

The latest the Daly writing sisters break into 
print follows her Guide Charm with 
treatment the same theme—modeling. Using 
central figure small-town college graduate lucky 
enough able live Chicago with her mother’s 


friend and make immediate contact with class- 


mate’s sister who professional model, Maggie Daly 
builds plot show how break into the busi- 
ness. six-weeks night school course modeling, and 
department store job for income and the opportunity 
floor modeling, will take care the matter, pro- 
vided the individual has the proper physical endow- 
ment, natural poise, and ability get along with people 
and work hard. The glamorous side modeling 
played down, the scale payment indicated, and sev- 
eral sensible hints about grooming and health offered. 
Confined fashion and photographic modeling, though 
modeling mentioned. Since Kate Brennan makes 


success her venture and gets her man addition, 
girls will like the book. 


Selincourt, Aubrey Odysseus the Wanderer 
Illustrated Norman Meredith. Criterion Books. Mar. 
22,1956. 244p. $3.00. 


vigorous, free retelling Homer’s epic, purportedly 
modern Greek who tells the story his ancestors 
told him. Under his deft, man-to-man touch, Ulysses 
wise rather than crafty; there but one Ajax, gross 
and dimwitted individual; and many minor characters 
are dropped altogether. childhood freely 
built up; made one Helen’s suitors, briefly; and 
while unhappy about taking part the war against 
Troy does not resort feigned madness escape 
service. The plot strictly chronological, hence Tele- 
machus plays his part Ulysses returns home, not 
story’s opening Homer arranged it. other 
versions for young people, the story cleaned con- 
siderably, good deal the savagery and sex removed, 
the role the gods men’s affairs minimized, the 
plot shortened, and occasional incident changed. 
The story moves briskly, and although the poetic swing 
and flavorful phrases the original are missing the 
more compact form and second-person-plural make for 
easier and more interesting reading. infrequent 


modern colloquialism (“sent him away with flea 


his ear,” and “his wife killed him his bath with 
chopper”) does not jar, since the story being retold 
modern. The author former classical scholar 
Oxford. The line drawings are appropriate and 
suggest early Greek art. 


Diethelm, Walter 


St. Pius the Farm Boy Who Became Pope 
Thompson. Farrar. Mar. 23, 1956. 
$1.95. (Vission Books) 


first half this latest biography the sainted 
plodding and consciously juvenile. get 


Daly Selincourt Diethelm Gallois Gard 


picture dedicated, saintly soul but not see 
flesh-and-blood boy. (It might have made young 
Giuseppi Sarto more easily realizable, for example, 
the quick temper with which the author says was 
endowed had been shown action, least once.) 
However, anecdote after anecdote piles up, the very 
interest the subject quickens the reader’s attention, 
though even here may wonder why much made 
particular incident. As, for instance, when 
terrible epidemic serious illness called cholera 
broke out” Salzano and Don Sarto acted “priest 
and cook, nurse and gravedigger,” anti-climactic 
told that one occasion helped carry 
coffin the grave because there were only three pall- 
bearers otherwise. For younger readers whom this 
addressed, librarians will better re-order copies 
Teri Martini’s Fisherman’s Ring (St. Anthony Guild, 
1954). 


Gallois, Genevieve, Mother 

The Life Little Saint Placid 
Foreword Marcelle Pantheon, Mar. 15, 1956. 
illus. $1.75. 
Don’t make the mistake judging this book too hastily. 
casual glance the stark black and white illustra- 
tions and uncial type may suggest Two Little Nuns, 
The Monks Who Worried—but, not so. Mother Gene- 
vieve artist whose work has been compared with 
that Diirer and Goya. Little Saint Placid her an- 
swer the request Sister her community for 
picture her patron (St. Placid) feast day gift. 
The response was not picture but 104 pictures which 
with accompanying text tell the lifestory St. Placid, 
himself Benedictine. The true Benedictine prays 
always, and the story also picture treatise 
prayer. 
St. Placid’s childhood, monastic novitiate 
sion, relations with his family, brother monks and 
superiors, his work and spiritual development, illness 
and death, are all depicted and recorded. Pictures and 
text supplement each other admirably, the pictures 
supplying lightness touch that relieves the text 
which, though always clear and direct, weighted with 
seriousness. 


Religious will very much appreciate this little book. 
may used good advantage vocational direc- 
tors who wish bring aspiring youths our very 
materialistic day the extraordinary revelation St. 
Placid, e.g., “that the Interior Life life which 


interior.” 
Sister Denis, 
Marywood College Library, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Gard, Robert Horse Named Joe 


Illustrated Anderson. Little. Feb. 15, 1956. 
237p. $2.75. (Duell, Sloane Pearce book) 

the Canadian ranch country, stray range horse 
helped Sammy McRae, his rescuer, clear himself 
the charge for which had served two-year prison 
turn. also won 500-mile race for him the face 
great odds. Sammy’s triumph over his enemies, his 
winning the race and its prizes, his achieving the re- 
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Gaul Hall-Quest Johnson Longstreth 


spect Canadian mounties and townspeople and his 
none-too-friendly Uncle Jake, plus his new-found con- 
fidence, all stem from the mutual devotion and under- 
standing boy and horse. unsubtle plot, over- 
drawn incidents the big racing event, and successful 
elimination all adverse forces against Sammy make 
the book unacceptable. Probably entertaining enough 
hold the interest junior high boys and girls who 
would certainly enjoy Anderson’s first-rate illustrations. 


Frances 
Dunmore High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Gaul, Albro The Complete Book Space Travel 
Illustrated Virgil Finlay, and including Album His- 
torical Space Travel Art Sam Moskowitz. World. Feb. 
20, 1956. 159p. $4.95. 
The purpose this book, according the Introduction, 
“to describe, the best present knowledge, what 
expect encounter when get space.” Early 
chapters carry out the aim very well, though the data 
are means new. are told that space travel 
25% mechanical engineering and 75% biological en- 
gineering. Escape velocity seven miles per second 
for the earth. The space ship must airtight box 
large enough for men live and carry all sup- 
plies needed, including air generator, water salvage 
unit, food, sewage disposal machinery, plus spare parts 
for possible immediate repairs. Then follow chap- 
ters summarizing conditions expected various 
stars, planets, suns, asteroids, etc., these are pres- 
ently known. 
The young reader will confused however, when 
comes upon inexact statements such virus alone 
has metabolism, unable reproduce, and does 
none the things which define life.” His con- 
fusion will increase when reads the very serious in- 
structions how conduct one’s self space visitors 
get earth first. Add this the credulity expected 
from the chapter flying saucers, and the arguments 
deduced from science fiction, and have confusion, 
indeed. 
Illustrations Virgil Finlay are good. The “Portfolio 
Early Space Ships, 1638-1929,” Sam Moskowitz, 
makes interesting survey the concepts adequate 
space-flight vehicles pioneer science-fiction writers 
imagined them. But the book whole offers 
competition the earlier works Willey Ley and 
Wernher von Braun. 

Sister Maria Laurence, 

Department Biological Science, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Olga 

Wyatt Earp, Marshal the Old West 
Farrar. Feb. 177p. $2.75. (Ariel Books) 
Johnson, Ned Wyatt Earp, Gunfighting Marshal 
Illustrated Lorence Bjorklund. Messner. Apr. 16, 
1956. 192p. $2.95. 
popular program probably responsible for the 
appearance two books and the promise third 
about the former boy who from his 25th his 


Best APRIL 

35th year maintained law and order three 
wildest and wickedest towns the old West, 
Dodge City and Tombstone. Quick-witted and 

act, Earp could face down pistol whip his 
ponent before the latter could draw. game daught 
first, then stageline driver, later buffalo Sam 
contractor for the U.P. Railroad, prospector for the 


brief period, came national attention when, heres 
rejecting the practice law, was pushed into 
enforcement. 


which focuses upon the famous peace officer 
old 


“too modest and self-effacing create his own 
who had taste for publicity and was 


the point refusing talk about himself.” one 
ing sensationalism and sympathy for violence, the Michal. 
discreet by-passing phases such Earp’s foreshac 
and pugilism, his brother’s tending bar, and Doc 
day’s dancehall girl-friend, “Big Nose” Kate Fisher. this 
Earp’s associate, Bat Masterson, mentioned only color 
the other hand, the background for characters Peo 
Jim Bridger and for scenes such the Earp 
train trip California and for the frontier towns, 
towns and mining towns, excellently sketched in. 
The Johnson book includes more incidents, makes Meyers 
: ‘ 
terson important part the story, and describes 
detail Earp’s later years. The background thin. 


plot advanced chiefly ungrammatical, 

dialog that undoubtedly true for place and period! 
but which very quickly becomes patterned and 
conscious. the main, the two accounts parallel 
other, though many small details are odds. 
relate the incident Earp’s forcing duel upon 
Indian half-breed who had helped kill Morgan 
though the Indian was only lookout the 
include bibliographies (the longer one the 


book), and the latter volume also includes 


and glossary western terms. depends 

Longstreth, Thomas Morris Doorway the knowns 
Macmillan. Mar. 190p. $2.75. 
Basing his plot the Russians’ blockade 
Berlin, June, 1948, and their suppression academic clop 


freedom the University Berlin, the author 
written story two teen-age German brothers, 
mother, and University-professor father. For the 

his job and the supplementary food ration 
the father went along with the Russians’ tactics; 

boy played into their hands; the younger boy joined 
University student government and publication staff 
protesting. American boy and his mother had Musgrave 
important part, too. Out the struggle, 

aided American funds, came the Free University 

West Berlin. Illustrated 
the damaged buildings, lack fuel, food, clothing and 1900, 
other life necessities, abundance youthful 
gangs, and always the terror brutal Russian agents) Marged 
The plot follows closely conditions noted Carl goats 
thon’s article The American Scholar, “The Birth berries 
the Free University.” Least successful the the river 
the American boy; the Germans are well drawn; 
the action fast and credible. 
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Gladys 
Illustrated Vera Bock. 
24ip. $3.00. 

junior novel about the love Michal, Saul’s younger 
daughter, for David, the 16-year-old shepherd anointed 
Samuel and the sweet singer who for while soothed 
the maniac rages Israel’s first king. The story ad- 
heres closely the Old Testament account, hypo- 
thesizing only romance between David and the 14- 
year-old princess, before the former slew Goliath. 
Saul’s consultation the witch Endor omitted 
altogether. The story closes with David, now years 
old and king Judah, invited Saul’s son and suc- 
cessor make league with him and agreeing 
one condition only: “Deliver wife— 
Michal.” However, Abner’s and Ishboseth’s deaths are 
foreshadowed, David’s building the Jebusite 
Jerusalem. Like the author’s earlier Biblical retellings, 
this smoothly written, plausible story, rich local 
color and sympathetic its understanding primi- 
tive people who had primitive ways but also had God’s 
favor. Her interweaving David’s songs skillfully 
done. 


Saul’s Daughter 


Longmans. Mar. 28, 1956. 


Meyers, Jerome 
World Book Great Inventions 
World. Feb. 20, 1956. $3.95. 


encyclopedic type book which the outstanding 
inventions the ages, from wheel transistor, are de- 
scribed, and the stories behind which make easy, enjoy- 
able reading. brings out the persistence with which 
have pursued their ideas against the odds 
poverty, disappointments, ridicule, indifference and op- 
position; and describes the operating principles 
our common machines. The reader im- 

pressed the rapidly increasing rate which inven- 


most the inventions which modern civilization 
depends are the product relatively recent times. Yet 
all our machines were made possible distant un- 
knowns who discovered elementary physical principles 
and invented such simple items wheel and lever. 
The book should worthwhile addition any 


clopedia, and will interest and value both high 
school students and adults. 


Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 


Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Musgrave, Florence 
Marged; the Story Welsh Girl 


America 
Arline Thomson. Farrar. Mar. 14, 1956. 
$2.75. 


ing 1900, Welsh family found home little suburb 
Pittsburgh. Those were days for 12-year-old 
Marged the furniture was moved in, chickens, pigs 
goats obtained, garden planted. There were 
Birth the woods for the picking, and showboats 
the river watch. Until the river flooded and brought 


wn, 


convincing family story de- 
normal girl’s temporary rebellion and adjust- 


Malvern Meyers Musgrave Norton Reeder Rich 


ment, which other girls from sixth eighth grades 
will enjoy. 


Norton, Alice Mary (ed.) Space Police 
Edited with introduction and notes André Norton 
(pseud).. World. Feb. 20,1956. 255p. $2.75. 

Nine short stories originally published science-fiction 
magazines, and all concerned with various aspects 
crime the galactic scale. indicates the per- 
fect crime will difficult for the space criminal 
for his terran counterpart. “The Closed Door” 
uses the old invisible murderer sealed room, but 
this time the door solid plastic. “Beep” postulates 
deterministic universe which special transmitter 
picks simultaneously every message sent the past 
and future, hence the state police must arrange that 
every person mentioned broadcast eventually gets 
born. “Pax Galactica” seem promised that 
though men from other worlds may cut down for 
our war-like tendencies, eventually man will re- 
venged upon them. Not fingerprints but human micro- 
structural patterns are the data with which the Bureau 
Interstellar Crime works “Agents Vega.” 
remote cousin the hound the Baskervilles 
Venusian nighthound) appears “Police Operation.” 
Lightest and funniest “Tough Old Man” which 
robot constable breaks rookie his new duties. 
All the tales are clean; all are far-flung fantasy; and 
few call for close reading. 


Reeder, Russell 

Whispering Wind; Story the Massacre 

Sand Creek 
Illustrated Charles Banks Wilson. 
206p. (Duell Pearce book) 
Lacking literary pretensions, but realistic its picture 
settler-Indian conflicts, this story the massacre 
Cheyenne village Colorado Colonel Chiving- 
ton’s forces, 1864, honest its depiction white 
treachery and Indian brutality. particularly good 
for its accout broken promises the Indians they 
were pushed back farther and farther into the west. 
Dialog generously supplied and action-packed pages will 
make popular with junior high boys. 


Feb. 27, 1956. 


Rich, Josephine 
Jean Henri Dunant, Founder the 


International Red Cross 
Mar. 12, 1956. 189p. photogs. $2.95. 


Story-biography which shows the child well-to-do 
Calvinists Geneva early receptive the belief that 
like all others earth would called God for 
special task, the teen-ager busy with YMCA activities 
and deeply impressed Harriet Beecher Stowe and 
het work, the successful bank employee his mid- 
twenties sent Algeria business, and the man 
with his own company Algeria. That was the 
vear saw the 40,000 dead and wounded from the 
Battle Solferino and, single-handed, organized women 
and children care for the knew had 
heard his call. There follows the history the world- 
wide organization which grew from his action, personal 
bankruptcy due preoccupation with that organiza- 


Messner. 


Richardson Stuart Turngren 


tion, poverty and sickness. Forgotten for years, was 
before the world honored him for his action; year 
later, 1901, received the first Nobel Peace Prize. 
The book closes with 14-page history the American 
Red Cross, 1881-1953. While lacking the smooth crafts- 
manship the majority the Messner junior biog- 
raphies, this about man who should known 
young people. Short sentences, brief paragraphs and 
much dialog make easy reading. Occasional dramatic 
action makes interesting. 


Richardson, Robert Second Satellite 
Illustrated Mel Hunter. McGraw. Mar. 22, 1956. 
191p. $2.75. (Whittlesey House book) 

science fiction must bought for junior high readers, 
story like this one 
might better selection than any the highly fan- 
tastic treatments available. The plot quiet and slow- 
moving, but its story the confidential assignment 
American astronomer Arizona observatory 
the hope finding possible unknown earth satel- 
lite for the government, satisfactory amount infor- 
mation about astronomers, observatories and telescopes 
comes out. Some excitement provided the fact 
that the astronomer’s son who first discovers the 
significant image the film and that saves the film 
from the path raging forest fire. The author has 
been connected with the Mount Wilson and Palomar 
Observatories for years. 


Stuart, Forbidden Planet 


Farrar. Feb. 184p. $3.00. 

Written from the cinemascope color film the same 
name, this science-fiction novel will probably asked 
for and even more probably, might better reserved 
for adult fans. The language used two the char- 
acters, the central thesis invisible evil force (the 
former race which intellectualized its physical 
self out existence but which still can mental 
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power alone create all things, life included), fantastic 
postulates about “monsters concrete and yet impal- 
pable,” the sex-consciousness concentrated around the 
lone girl the group, all remove the book from the 
adolescent level. Besides, the plot the absurd 
side. deep-space story, told partly reference 
textbook published 2600 A.D., partly the doctor 
and the commander expedition the star 
Altair-4, and partly the lone survivor expedi- 
tion made years earlier. 


Turngren, Ellen Listen, Heart 
Longmans. Mar. 28, 1956. 194p. $3.00. 

pleasant junior novel which, like many others 
its kind, the pleasantness lies “folksy” atmosphere, 
not its almost non-existent plot. concerned with 
group youngsters and oldsters the farm land 
Minnesota, and brings out the sturdy Swedish heritage 
the people and their assimilation into the American 
way. “To big and bold—that America,” says Lars 
Almbeck, the father Sigrid, through whose eyes 
read the story. When Lars meets with accident 
that threatens cripple him grieves that cannot 
out doors, smelling the wet earth. Sigrid dreams 
college and travel, but learns that “the little house 
with splintery floors and the flower garden” are better, 
she has them with the man she loves. The story 


deals largely with small incidents—learning 


dance-music, Fourth July picnic, the affording 
new coat. also has conflict between duty and 
ambition. Though freedom spoken the thing 
most desired, yet the selfish and narrow char- 
acters are shown for what they are and the noble 
ones put duty first. For readers who like simple! 
story with plenty atmosphere, this book 
heartily recommended. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 

the Sacred Heart, 
Purchase, New York 
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